Modulation of cyclic AMP formation and progesterone secretion by human chorionic gonadotropin, epinephrine, buserelin and prostaglandins in normal or human chorionic gonadotropin desensitized rat immature luteal cells in monolayer culture.
It is now well recognized that hCG-induced luteolysis is associated with hCG-induced desensitization, but the physiological significance of luteal cell GnRH, PGs and beta-receptors is still undefined. Therefore, we intend in this study to observe the effects of prostaglandin F2 alpha and prostaglandin E2 and the interactions between epinephrine, a potent LHRH agonist [(D-Ser-(TBu)6, des-Gly-NH10(2) LHRH ethylamide: Buserelin] and hCG in normal and in vitro hCG-desensitized rat immature luteal cells in monolayer culture, on basal, hCG or cholera toxin stimulated intracellular and extracellular cAMP and progesterone secretion. The present report shows that incubation of immature rat luteal cells in monolayer culture with Buserelin, led to 25-50% inhibition of the epinephrine-as well as PGE2-induced cAMP and progesterone responses. The LHRH agonist can also reverse the stimulatory effects of cholera toxin in the presence of hCG and led with PGF2 alpha, to additive inhibitory effects on extracellular cAMP accumulation induced by cholera toxin. Both Buserelin and PGF2 alpha can reverse the hCG-induced cAMP and progesterone release but no effect could be observed when the incubation was carried out with either substance in the absence of hCG. Prostaglandin E2, in acute conditions of incubation, seems to share agonist properties with hCG when both were incubated with luteal cells. Buserelin reversed the stimulatory effects of PGE2, hCG, epinephrine and cholera toxin on cAMP and progesterone responses to these substances. These results suggest that Buserelin and PGF2 alpha have luteolytic-like effects and that there may be a complementary action for the two substances. Preincubation of rat luteal cells in monolayer culture with 1 nM hCG for a 24 h period led to the inhibition of cAMP and progesterone responses after a subsequent exposure to hCG and epinephrine. Luteal cells were no longer responsive to hCG while the presence of epinephrine in hCG-desensitized cells led to a 40% stimulation of cAMP and progesterone production. These observations suggest that occurred a partial alteration of the N component activity of the adenylyl cyclase system.